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Dear Lorenzo’s House family,
This year began with an ambitious plan - to launch Lorenzo’s House to empower families living 

with younger-onset Alzheimer’s. In my own private experience as a carepartner for my husband, 

I understand the stigma, isolation and sorrow that comes with this diagnosis - and recognize the 

care and connection gap. Families seek quality resources for their loved one, safe spaces for their 

children to navigate their parent’s condition, and a common connection for carepartner spouses. 

There are many of us, but the resources for us are few and far between. While I knew there was 

an unaddressed gap, the response this past year far exceeded my expectations. The inquiries 

from families, enthusiasm from professionals in the field, and the generosity from so many 

donors demonstrated that our ambitious plan to empower families living with younger-onset 

Alzheimer’s is a gap we need to fill, so that we walk this journey united - never alone.

Our Year Around the Sun: together bringing light captures our progress in 2021; from identifying 

our board of directors, becoming a 501c3 and refining our mission - to building meaningful 

relationships, attracting collaborators, designing youth programs, and raising over $1.3M in 

contributions — Our first year of operation at Lorenzo’s House has been flooded with light. 

This inspiring momentum is possible because of you - our growing Lorenzo’s House family. You 

make a difference with your insight, generosity and love, and I am so deeply grateful for you. Too 

many families feel awash in darkness. Our tagline is, “We Bring Light” because every bit of light 

we bring is transformative. If there is one thing I’ve learned this past year, it’s that so many are 

waiting to find a way for the sun to shine on their journey. Thank you for being this shining light.

Continue to walk with us, and move our mission forward. Together we will shift the narrative for 

families everywhere - from isolation to connection, sorrow to joy - and darkness to light.

LETTER FROM THE  
FOUNDING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

OUR VALUES

With hope & intention this new year, Diana
Diana Shulla Cose

CHASE JUSTICE WORK HARD LISTEN WELL
BE HUMBLESEEK SOLUTIONS

BUILD TRUST

SEEK JOY AND BE POSITIVESHOW GRATITUDE

COMMIT TO QUALITY SEEK SOLUTIONS
SEE THE GOODINNOVATE & SHOW CREATIVITY

SHOW LOVE
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In 2017, my husband was diagnosed with younger-onset Alzheimer’s. What 
seemed like overnight, our entire family dynamic changed, and we took on a 
new and heavy identity. While my husband bravely faced this diagnosis and 
our 11 and 14 year old son’s found their way as caregivers for their Dad with a 
complicated condition, I grew overwhelmed as a primary care partner, single 
mom and breadwinner. 

Very quickly I recognized the connection and care gap for our family and that 
I was not alone. Families living with a younger-onset diagnosis are too often 
misunderstood and under-resourced. There are many of us, but the resources 
designed for us are few and far between. After my shock, denial, and later 
acceptance, I was determined to turn so much sorrow into something bright 
- so, I imagined a place that would sustain and heal our family and others like 
us. I visualized a care model that brings innovation, connection, and light to 
the whole family. I envisioned Lorenzo’s House.

Lorenzo’s House was founded in 2021 with a tagline, ‘We Bring Light’ 
representing our aim to shift the narrative from isolation and suffering - to 
connection and joy. It is through the design and implementation of our 
holistic model including; Youth Initiatives, Carepartner Companions, Memory 
Academy and Healing Spaces that we will create a place for us to belong — an 
alliance of families walking a younger-onset Alzheimer’s diagnosis united - 
never alone. 

OUR
MISSION
At Lorenzo’s House we empower 
families living with younger-onset 
Alzheimer’s through an array of 
holistic support, ensuring we walk 
this journey united – never alone.

FOUNDING STORY
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OUR HOLISTIC MODEL

“My kids found a place where they 
feel safe in a community that can 
relate, and I found the same in our 
Lorenzo’s House family. We all need 
support because friends, family and 
those people around you think they 
understand, they don’t, they can’t. 
I see Lorenzo’s House as a steady 
support in our lives.”     

Kimberly, carepartner spouse 

”Lorenzo’s House is destined to be 
a tremendous benefi t for families. 
They are linking up families of 
younger-onset patients to offer 
holistic family support. It’s going 
to be a game changer.”

Dr. James Mastrianni, Director of the
Memory Center - UChicago Medicine

YOUTH INITIATIVES
Youth Initiatives connects young caregivers to ensure they 
walk this journey united and understood. Through our 
annual Youth Camp, monthly Light Club sessions and more, 
we are growing an alliance of inspired young caregivers

HEALING & 
RESPITE SPACES
Healing & Respite Spaces reimagines 
what respite can look and feel like - 
We design in-person, virtual and gift 
packages to help sustain and empower 
caregivers everywhere

MEMORY ACADEMY
Memory Academy will provide a personalized and innovative 
alternative to traditional adult day care - where individuals 
living with Alzheimer’s and other dementias come to learn, 
grow and experience

CAREPARTNER 
COMPANIONS
Carepartner Companions is a proven 
carepartner-to-carepartner mentor model. 
This personalized match offers a one on one 
person or virtual connection with someone 
who understands
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PARTNERSHIPS & COLLABORATIONS
Building meaningful relationships - bringing light to families

Maude’s Ventures gives $50,000 to 
Lorenzo’s House to design carepartner 
match program
Maude’s Ventures provides seed funding for innovative dementia care ideas that are bold, 
compassionate, and speak to the many complexities of dementia and Alzheimer’s.

“The Carepartner Companion initiative at Lorenzo’s House deeply spoke to many of us who have felt the suffering 
and isolation of being a care partner. We’re confi dent that Lorenzo’s House will create a much needed alliance 
with their ‘Carepartner Companion, providing connections and resources to care partners everywhere.”

- QUENTIN OREM, THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF MAUDE’S VENTURES 
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LORENZO’S CAMP
United - Heard - Inspired

Lorenzo’s Camp is a single day virtual 
experience where we unite through our 
common experience, create meaningful 
art, share pieces of our stories and 
exchange caregiving strategies. We will 
be heard and inspired from the energy of 
others who understand our journey.

“You can’t fi nd a community where so many 
other young people actually get what you are 
going through. I now know it’s important to 
fi nd that place where you can express yourself 
like we did at Lorenzo’s Camp.” 

- KEATON

“At Lorenzo’s Camp I got to meet other kids 
who have a parent with dementia, and we got 
to connect over similar struggles.”

- EMERY

“I never realized other kids were going 
through what I’m going through.” 

- LUCAS

SETH ROGEN AND 
LAUREN MILLER-ROGEN
JOINED US
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The Light Club is a 
virtual hangout for 
youth of a parent living 
with younger-onset 
Alzheimer’s – a place to 
connect, have fun, share 
common stories, and 
build an alliance.

Together Building a Much Needed 
Youth Alliance Across 18 States

“The connection, the love, the 
energy, and the fun, creativity, 
and the passion behind the 
Light Club can really bring one’s 
inner thoughts out and help 
them express themselves in a 
positive way.”

- AMINAH

“At the Light Club, I can share 
things that I wouldn’t share 
anywhere else.”

- ADRIANA
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YOUR GENEROSITY SHINES
In the last 100 days of the year we asked for your help - 
and we were overwhelmed by your response...

Our fi rst-ever fundraising 
campaign! Over 125 new 
donors in 100 Days! Raising 
over $1.3M to grow our 
mission and blowing away 
our goal!

Beams of light radiated from 
our virtual event! Over 100 
new friends joined us to hear 
the voices of our community 
and highlight our progress.

Young Professionals 
across the country hosted 
over a dozen in-person 
gatherings and virtually 
joined Lorenzo’s House to 
shine light on younger-onset 
Alzheimer’s.
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BREATHTAKING 
$1 MILLION DONATION 
TO LORENZO’S HOUSE

“As someone who was a care-partner myself, I am so pleased 
to fi nd a deserving place for this donation to carry on my late 
husband’s legacy. I have been searching for a place that 
takes an innovative approach to making a difference in the 
Alzheimer’s community, and I found it in Lorenzo’s House.”  

- Anonymous Donor 

“There is a huge need here - for community, resources, and 
empowerment for the whole family in a comprehensive, integrated 
manner. As a social entrepreneur, I saw opportunities to fi ll a gap
- and this incredibly generous $1 million donation will allow us to 
do just that. Our mission resonates with so many who are walking 
this very diffi cult path, and we intend to bring solidarity, comfort 
and light to them all.  - We are just getting started.” 

- Diana Shulla Cose, 
Founding Executive Director

“This niche group in the Alzheimer’s community is 
misunderstood and under-resourced. They struggle to fi nd 
resources as a younger family who is most often still working 
and raising children. As a neurologist, all too often I see the 
multidimensional problems experienced by families with a 
younger-onset diagnosis. We need a place to send families, a 
place that is creating a way for families to come together and be 
empowered. We need Lorenzo’s House.” 

- Dr. James Mastrianni
Director of the Memory Center,
University of Chicago Medicine

9 10



THANK YOU 

Stephanie Adler
Michael Anderson

Ann Andrews
Larry & Doris Ashkin

Todd and Melanie Bennett 
Constance Brasher

Ann Brennan
Kathy Bruns

Arturo & Rebecca Cacayuran
Dianne and Tom Campbell

Matthew Caponera
Tricia Carnival

CDI Corp
Kevin Chambers and Lauren Jacus 

Genelle Chetcuti
Cose Family

Ellis Cose & Lillian Llambelis
LaVerne Cose

Jay Paul Deratany, Esq.
Mary Dimitrakis
Amber Donell

Meredith Duncan 
Sarah Duncan

In Loving Memory of Rebecca Lynn Easterly
Sharon Edwards 
Barbara Eichner

D Anthony Evans and Amber Bobin
Janice Falk

Maude’s Ventures - Richard and Maude Ferry 
Foundation

Marcia Festen
Michael & Stephanie Fitzgerald

RUSH Without Warning, Susan Frick
Benjamin Ghess

Ikram & Josh Goldman
John & Rita Grace

Clodagh Bowyer-Greene, Elliott, Liam, Nora 
Charlton Hamer

Wendy Harrer-Ward & Ron Niederer
Jeanne Heid-Grubman

Heise Family
Susan Heymann

Dan Hoffman
Holland & Knight

Dr. Robert & Mrs. Judy Holstein
Karalyn Honea  
Berna Huebner

Arlyne & Lewis Imerman Philanthropic Fund
Bob & Ivy Jacus

Deborah Jones-Miller
Julie Kane

Kit Keene & Duncan Alexander
Leslie Knight
Kerry Koch

Ellen Lauricella 
Christie Lawrence

Ron & Fifi  Levin
Bill Lowe, CEO/President of CMSS

Greg Lowe
Peg & Jim Luby

Julie Luby and Aaron Shepard
John Mabie

Mitch MacKenzie 
Butch & Janice MacVicar
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FOR BRINGING LIGHT 
TO LORENZO’S HOUSE

Kiriaki & Cindy Makrilos-Gerhauser
Anne Manhart

Giovanna Manson-Hing
Risty Marckx

Todd Marshall & Judi Levin Marshall 
Mona Maser

Suzy McNamara
Steve Milter

Armen Minasian
Kamla Mullick
Mullick Family 

Tricia Mullin
Kim Nichols

NJ Noone
Jenni Oliver

Lupe Jimenez Pinto
The Pritzker Pucker Family Foundation

Abby Pucker 
Jessy Pucker

Maggie Pucker
Judith Reinemann

Justyna Rewilak 
David Richardson & Lara LeVoy

Monique E. Rivera + Aidan Rivera-Rogers
Philip & Susan Rooney

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Ross
Bree Ruge & Joe Ginley

Jaki Scarcello 
Alan & Kimberly Schooley

Carly Schwartz
Susan Scudder

Raj C. Shah, MD & Falguni R. Vasa, MD
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Mr. & Mrs. Peter Shulla
Andy & Lynn Shulla

Becca Shulla
Carie Shulla
Joe Shulla

Mark & Yelina Shulla
Michael Shulla

Stephanie Sikaras
Dr. Demetrios Skias

Arthur Slaven
Donna Spicuzza

Will and Sandy Sterling Foundation
Stillwater Consulting
David & Leslie Storch

Eric Straughn
Joan Straughn

Peter & Andrea Sullivan
Susan Swanson 

John Sweeney & Jenny Lilledahl
Tucker Family
Megan Vidis

Jennifer and Nyles Walker
Memoriam of Monica Ward 

Ruth Ann & Thomas B. Watkins
April Wayland 
Jodi Weinberg

Judy Wise
Erin Wold (Maureen, Moe, Abby, Kate, Kelsey)

Ambrogio-Wood Family
Leslie & Gary Wood

Chihsuan Yang
And all our anonymous donors
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SINCERE GRATITUDE to our compassionate and committed 
Board of Directors, and Innovation, Medical & Science Advisors

Diana Shulla Cose
Founding Executive Director, 

Lorenzo’s House

Marc Wortmann
CEO, Wortmann Consultancy 

Former Executive Director, 
Alzheimer’s Disease International 

Tessa Garcia McEwen
Licensed Clinical Social Worker, 

The Memory Center at UChicago Medicine

Jonny Imerman
Founder, Imerman Angels

Co-founder, CLOZTALK

Leslie Knight
Former VP of Member Relations, Leading Age

Bill Lowe
President & CEO, Chicago Methodist Senior Services

Jennifer Walker
Senior Director of Sales, New Perspective

INNOVATION, MEDICAL, 
& SCIENCE ADVISORS
Dr. Neelum Aggarwal
MD, FAMWA, Department of Neurological Sciences, 
RUSH Alzheimer’s Disease Center

Sherrie D. All
PhD, Licensed Clinical Psychologist, Author, keynote 
Speaker, Owner, Chicago Center for Cognitive Wellness

Dianne Campbell
Founder and former Executive Director, 
The Village Chicago

Angel Duncan
PHD, MA, MFT, ATR, Director of Education for Medical Life 
Sciences, Life Molecular Imaging

Judy Holstein
M.S., L.P.C., R.D.T, Board Secretary, Institute for Therapy 
Through the Arts

Dr. Raj C. Shah
MD, Rush Alzheimer’s Disease Center

David Troxel
Founder, Best Friends
National Memory Care Model

Susan Frick
MSW, LSW, Rush Alzheimer’s Disease Center

Berna Huebner
Co-director fi lm, I Remember Better When I Paint

Lori La Bey
Founder and CEO, Alzheimer’s Speaks

Dr. Robert Luby
MD, The Institute for Functional Medicine

Dr. James Mastrianni
MD, PhD, Director, Memory Care Center - University 
Chicago Medicine, Professor of Neurology

MATTER mentors
Chicago’s healthcare start-up support hub

Darby Morhardt
PhD, LCSW – Mesulam Center for Cognitive Neurology, 
Northwestern University - Feinberg School of Medicine

Daniel C. Potts
MD, FAAN, Neurologist at U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs, Artist & Poet

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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expanding our reach... 
shining our light 
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TOGETHER 
WE ARE SHIFTING THE NARRATIVE...
...from isolation to connection, sorrow to joy 
and darkness to light.
Let’s walk together. 

DIANA SHULLA COSE
Founding Executive Director

LORENZO’S HOUSE
 lorenzoshouse.org

(312) 319-8797

Facebook.com/lorenzoshouseoffi cial

Linkedin.com/company/lorenzos-house

@lorenzos_house

@lorenzos_house




